Winter

Tips...

Help Keep Fire Hydrants Clear
Every winter fire hydrants may become buried in snow.
This creates a difficult situation for the Fire Department
when they need to locate and use the hydrants. You
can help the Fire Department by ensuring the hydrant
near your home or business is kept free from snow.
Please keep the path from the street to the hydrant
clear as well. Your assistance is appreciated!

Mailbox Regulations & Damage Policy
Mailbox placement regulations must be approved by
the U.S. Postal Service. Failure to comply may result in
damage to your mailbox. Properly installed mailboxes
physically hit by a Village snowplow or truck may be
replaced by the Village. The Village will not replace
mailboxes that are damaged by snow thrown from
snow plowing operations. The Village may provide a
temporary mailbox until weather permits a permanent
replacement. If your mailbox is damaged during snow
plowing operations please contact the Public Works
Department 815-335-2230.

Snow Removal
Please be kind to your neighbors and postal
employees, keep your residential or business walkway section clear of ice and snow.
Remember...it is hazardous to shovel, plow,
or blow snow onto any public street. All
shoveled, plowed, or blown snow should be
piled in the yard or parkway.
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Village Of Winnebago President’s Message

The issue of having a referendum on a ballot for voters to weigh in on is not new to us. Whether it is the State of Illinois, County
of Winnebago, or a unit of local government, such as the Winnebago Park District, CUSD #323 (Winnebago School District), Win-BurSew Fire Department, or the Village of Winnebago, we have all been presented with one or more referendum questions when we go to the
polling places to cast our votes. The voters of the Village of Winnebago will again be asked to decide a referendum question on Tuesday,
November 6, 2018. However, this referendum question is a little bit different from the “regular” referenda questions in a few ways.
Most, if not all, of the binding referenda questions seek the permission of the residents to raise (or in some limited cases, lower,) the
current tax rate or to impose a new tax. I believe the last referendum issue that was on the ballot for just the village voters that was not
related to any type of tax or expense of money was the referendum for the Aggregation of Electricity, which was approved by a majority of
the village voters on March 20, 2012. This new question is not seeking any increase in taxes, it is simply asking the voters to vote on the
following question (and will appear substantially in this format):
VILLAGE OF WINNEBAGO
PROPOSITION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE SALE
AT RETAIL OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR
Shall the prohibition of the sale at retail of alcoholic liquor be continued n the Village of Winnebago?
YES
NO
Most referenda are put on the ballot by the organization that wants to have the question voted on by the voters. As was the case
with the referendum on the Aggregation of Electricity, the village board voted to put the Aggregation of Electricity item on the ballot for
the voters to decide. However, with the current question that will be on the ballot, it could only be placed on a ballot, if a petition with a
minimum number of signatures was presented to the village and met a set of requirements contained in the statutes. The village clerk must
then make a determination that these minimum requirements have been met and that the question may then move forward for the village
board to certify, formally, that the requirements have been met and that it may be placed by the Winnebago County Clerk on the official
ballot prepared and circulated by the Winnebago County Clerk
Some people might ask, “why is the question above written in a confusing way?” There are several reasons, but the most pertinent is that the state statute that addresses this question uses the language above or language very similar to it. The Liquor Control Act in
the State of Illinois was enacted in 1934 (soon after the 21 st Amendment to the Constitution of the United States was ratified by a threefourths majority of the States in 1933) and allowed for municipalities to determine on their own if they wanted to continue with the prohibition or not. The Village of Winnebago has always been a “dry” village, so the question that voters need to respond to is whether they
want to continue having the village prohibit the sale of alcohol or to change it to allow the sale of alcohol. In this case a vote of “NO”
means that the voter would like to allow the sale at retail of alcoholic liquor and a vote of “YES” means that the voter would like to not
have any sale of alcoholic liquor at retail.
The next question might be, “doesn’t the village already allow the sale of alcohol at restaurants, grocery stores, and even gas stations?” It is true that the village does allow the sale of alcohol, but only in a particular area of the village. We do have a village liquor
commission and we do issue liquor licenses to various establishments that sell liquor. So that begs the question, “so how can the village
allow the sale of liquor in only a certain area, but not other areas of the village?” As was mentioned before, the Village of Winnebago is
currently a dry village. The old corporate limits extended to the north at McNair Road. Sometime over the past 30 years, various parcels
were annexed into the village north of McNair Road. At the time those parcels were annexed into the village, they had a “wet” status or
could sell liquor because the land was in the County of Winnebago where they could have obtained a liquor license through the county.
The same Liquor Control Act of 1934 enacted by the State of Illinois states in part that the [dry or wet] status of an annexed area shall remain the same until changed by [and I am simplifying the language in the statute] the filing of a petition asking whether to prohibit the sale
of alcohol or not. So now once the vote is taken the entire village will have to abide by the vote, not just the old part (south of McNair)
and not just the new part (north of McNair). The entire village limits will either become wet or dry.
What will happen if a majority of the voters vote “NO”? The entire village will be wet. The prohibition of the sale at retail of
alcohol liquor will be lifted and the sale at retail of alcoholic beverages may continue, but now throughout the village, not just north of
McNair road. However, just because the entire village would be “wet” does not mean that anyone can obtain a liquor license. There are
currently seven (7) approved liquor licenses to be utilized in the village and five (5) of them are in use. Also, there are certain criteria that
various businesses have to meet before they can obtain a liquor license and to continue to renew a liquor license once it is issued. The
review occurs annually at a minimum.
What will happen if a majority of the voters vote “YES”? The entire village will be dry. The prohibition of the sale at retail of
alcoholic liquor will continue, but now it will be throughout the village, not just south of McNair Road. The businesses that currently sell
alcohol will no longer be allowed to sell alcohol, so the restaurant, gas stations, and grocery store will not be allowed to sell alcohol and
any new businesses that come into the village will not be able to sell alcoholic beverages.
The Village Board does not take an official position on this issue at any level and its only involvement is to provide any factual
information as requested by individuals or organizations and the review process as stated previously in this letter. A reporter for the Rockford Register Star in her preparation for writing an article about this referendum asked the village what could happen if the majority voted
“YES” and the entire village was now dry. The response to the reporter was that any of the landowners/businesses that were in the
“newer” area north of McNair could try to “disconnect” or de-annex from the village if they met certain criteria. The reporter then went on
to ask, if the businesses that currently sell alcoholic liquor are able to disconnect from the village, what would be the economic impact to
the village. The response from our Treasurer to that question was that the village received a total amount of $545,464 for 2017 from all
businesses in Winnebago from sales tax and almost 51% of that amount ($276,465) comes from the businesses that currently sell alcoholic
beverages, plus those landowners pay an additional $12,601 in property tax to the village. If these landowners/businesses were all able to
disconnect from the village, the village would lose approximately 17% of its general expense budget.
Whatever the outcome of the vote, the decision on the referendum will become operative on the 30 th day after the day of the election, unless the validity of the results of the election are timely and properly contested. Furthermore, this particular referendum question is
barred and cannot be put on for referendum for a minimum of 47 months thereafter. Whether you want to continue the prohibition of alcoholic liquor in the entire village (vote YES), or you want to end the prohibition of alcoholic liquor in the village and allow the sale villagewide of alcoholic liquor (vote NO), please take the time to understand all of the issues and implications involved with this very important
vote and take the time to vote on Tuesday, November 6, 2018.
Frank Eubank, Jr.—Village President

From the Desk of the Chief of Police
Parking During Winter Months
Due to our impending winter season, and pursuant to Village Ordinance No. 04-21, please be mindful of the keeping
the streets clear of vehicles if we are predicted to receive two or more inches of snow. The purpose of the ordinance is
to conduct safe, efficient snow plowing operations throughout the Village. If we receive at least two (2) inches of
snow, vehicles must be off the street until the snow has been plowed. The Village does not have a provision for even/
odd parking during our winter season.
Facebook
Please visit our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/winnebagopd, for information about the police department and
the Village.
Contacting Winnebago Police
A Winnebago police officer may be contacted by calling 335-2351 for non-emergencies, or by calling 9-1-1 for any
emergency situation. These numbers are answered by a call taker at the Winnebago County 9-1-1 Center. An officer
will be dispatched if necessary.
School Safety and Security
Although Winnebago does not have a school resource officer, we spend time in the schools and we patrol the parking
lots. The police department sent an officer to active shooter response training—A.L.I.C.E. – Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate (https://www.alicetraining.com) so we can facilitate additional training throughout the
Village.
National Night Out – 2018
Our annual 2018 National Night Out was very successful here in Winnebago.
We provided hot dogs, chips, water, and events for young people. Officers,
Village officials, Win Bur Sew firefighters, Illinois State Police, K9 handlers
from Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department, and others interacted with
citizens from 5pm – 7 pm on Main Street in front of Village Hall.
The car show was well received, too—we presented trophies and
gift certificates for “people’s choice” awards.
Captain Jack from 96.7 “The Eagle,” also provided giveaways for our young
attendees.
Please join us on August 6th—2019 for another National Night Out here in Winnebago; additional information about
National Night Out is available at https://natw.org. Please watch our Facebook page for details as we get closer to
August.
I am accessible and I appreciate serving as your police chief. Please don’t hesitate to contact me by calling 335-2020;
I encourage input and look forward to hearing from you.
Chief Todd Stockburger

Winnebago Library News
*Sugar Skull Painting with Winnebago School Teacher
Beth Melancen—October 17, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm
Registration: $10/person @ Library Service Desk

*Friends of the Winnebago Public Library
Fall Book Sale
October 24th-26th during library hours
October 27th 9:00 am-noon

Story times with Paula Black, every Wednesday
10:30 am in the Library Community Room


Monday Night Book Club, second Tuesday of the
month 6:45 pm. Next meeting will be November 12th,
The Girl who Wrote in Silk by
Kelli Estes


Hydrant Flushing
The Village of Winnebago Public Works
Department will be flushing and flow testing fire hydrants, beginning the week of
October 9th and continuing through October 20th, weather permitting. The fire hydrant
flushing and maintenance
may take place at all
hours. Any questions
should be directed
to the Water Department
at 335-2230 or the Village
Office at 335-2020.

Utility Contact
Information
The Village Water
Department needs to
contact residents if
there is a water related emergency. Please provide a working phone number to the Village Office
to keep on file with your utility account
in case of water related emergencies. If
you change or disconnect a current
number please provide the Village
Office with an updated phone number
at 815-335-2020. Thank you for your
cooperation!

Monster Mash Dash * Saturday, October 27, at 10:00am

Registration will be held from 9:30-9:45am near the
Memorial Park by the Pumpkin and Scarecrow Festival.
Entry fee for racers 12 & under is $10.
Participants who register on or before October 19th
deadline will receive a race shirt.
Top three finishers in each age bracket will receive awards
and overall boy and girl will receive an award.
Come dressed up in your Halloween costume, the Festival
will be holding a costume contest following the race!
Winnebago Park District has one open positions on the Park District Board.
Winnebago- The Winnebago Park District will have a Commissioner Positions on the April 2, 2019 ballot. Position
open for election is a Commissioner for a 6 year term. Nominating papers are available at the Winnebago Park District office, 301 N. Church St., Winnebago Il. between the hours of 8:30 – 4:30 p.m. The Park District will be accepting nomination papers from the candidates for municipal office from December 10, 2018 through December 17,
2018 in the Winnebago Park District office. The Park District office will be open 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
The Board consists of five members with meetings on the second Monday of the month at 6 p.m. Candidates must
get a minimum of 25 signatures from qualified voters residing within the Winnebago Park District boundaries. Objections to petitions may be filed at the Winnebago Park District office through December 24, 2018 from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. For additional information please call Michelle Cunningham, Park Director, at 815-335-3211.

Winnebago Park District Adult Fitness Classes

ZUMBA– Monday nights at the Seward Park District gym, 2970 Tracey St in

Seward. Fee is $5. drop in price per class. Classes taught by Jen Viel.
For future dates and more information go to the website
www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org and Winnebago Adult Fitness Facebook Page.
Winter 2018 Session Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
October 25th - December 20, 14 Classes - 7 week Session
$105 WPD resident $115 non-resident ($20 weight room
fee included)
Must be 18 years or older. Must have 15 participates for the class.
This high intensity exercise class will keep you in shape during these
long winter months! Boot Camp is held at the WHS weight room and
cardio room. Enter through the gym doors and head downstairs.
Instructor is Patrick McIntyre.
Register at www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org
or stop by the office to pick up a registration form
Office is located at 301 N. Church St., Winnebago
Questions...please contact the Winnebago Park District at 815.335.3211
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2019 Village Board
Meeting Dates
January 7, 2019
February 11, 2019
March 11, 2019
April 8, 2019
May 13, 2019
June 10, 2019
July 8, 2019
August 12, 2019
September 9, 2019
October 7, 2019
November 11, 2019
December 9, 2019
All regularly scheduled Board
meetings are held in the Village
Hall and begin at 7:00 p.m.

Village of Winnebago Trick or Treat Times:
October 31st 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

