Fourth of July Family Fest Schedule
Thursday, July 3rd (middle school front lawn)

5:00 p.m. Food Booths Open
5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Oak Ridge Amusements
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Tom & Brenda Paulson DJ’s
DUSK Movie in the Park

Friday, July 4th

7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 4th of July Breakfast Fundraiser - Downtown
Hosted by Anna’s Pizza & Pasta
9:00 a.m. Parade Line-up at High School parking lot on McNair Rd
(All vehicles will need to show proof of insurance before driving in the parade)
10:00 a.m. Parade (Elida St to Winnebago St, Benton St to McNair Rd)
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. Food Booths Open (middle school front lawn)
11:00 a.m. Business Booths Open (middle school front lawn)
11:00 a.m. - until dusk Oak Ridge Amusements (middle school front lawn)
11:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies (Main Stage—middle school front lawn)
12:00 p.m. Car Show
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Sugar River Pickers (Bluegrass Band – Main Stage)
1:20 p.m. - 1:40 p.m. Winnebago High School Dance Team (Main Stage)
2:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. Southern Charm (Country – Main Stage)
2:40 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Pie Eating Contest (Main Stage – sign up at Information
Center)
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Billy the Balloon Guy
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Southern Charm (Country – Main Stage)
4:00 p.m. - 4:20 p.m. Mystery Eating Contest (Main Stage – sign up at Information
Center)
4:20 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Southern Charm (Country – Main Stage)
5:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. TKI Martial Arts Center Demonstration (Main Stage)
5:15 - 5:30 Hula Hoop Contest (Main Stage – sign up at Information Center)
5:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Water Balloon Contest (Main Stage - sign up at Information
Center)
6:00 p.m. - 6:40 p.m. Pablo & the Rhythmix (Funk & Oldies - Main Stage)
6:40 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Pie Eating Contest (Main Stage – sign up at Information
Center)
7:00 p.m. - 7:40 p.m. Pablo & the Rhythmix (Funk & Oldies - Main Stage)
7:40 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Closing Ceremonies & Retire the Flag (Main Stage)
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Pablo & the Rhythmix (Funk & Oldies - Main Stage)
DUSK “FIREWORKS”
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Village Of Winnebago President’s Message
As I begin my sixth year as your Village president, I would like to update you on some
improvements we are making to the Village and for you. Most of you participated in
the Winnebago Electric Municipal Aggregation Program that the Village was able to
negotiate with First Energy Solutions. The current agreement will end in August of this
year. The Village recently entered into a new agreement with First Energy Solutions
that will continue for three (3) additional years. The current rate of 4.91 cents per kWh
will be increasing to 6.8 cents per kWh. This rate should still be cheaper than Com
Frank Eubank, Jr. Ed’s rate. If the Com Ed rate becomes less than the negotiated rate the Village, as a
whole, will have the opportunity to opt-out of the agreement. As an individual user,
you will always be able to opt-out of the program. As a reminder, you should have received a letter dated
May 1, 2014, with our Village logo at the top of it. At the bottom of the letter is the Opt-Out Form. If you
want to continue in this program then you DO NOTHING. If you want to choose a different electricity
supplier, then you will need to fill out the form and return it as indicated on the form. If you have any
questions, we have information on our Village website or you may contact the Village Office.
Another service that we have in the Village is garbage collection. The Village had a five (5) year
contract with Gills to haul the refuse of the Village residents. That contract expired December 31, 2013.
The Village entered into a new, seven (7) year contract with Gills to continue to haul all of your residential
refuse. This contract became effective January 1, 2014. The significant changes are as follows:
(1) the rates were lowered and a new “senior rate” was added, so the fee for a 1 or 2 family residence
is currently $14.00 per month and a senior citizen pays the rate of $13.10 per month. These rates will change
each year in the amount of $0.25 per month.
(2) each residence will be receiving a new 32 gallon recycling can with a lid that will replace the current blue recycling bins. These new cans will replace the current 18 gallon open blue bins. You may continue to use the blue bin along with the new bin if you choose. Gills hopes to be able to deliver the new cans
sometime in late July or August.
We continue to make improvements in our water system. The Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA) recently approved our low interest rate loan (1.99%) in the approximate amount of $2.2 million for us to erect a new water storage tower and to make improvements to our water system. The tower,
which will be located on our newly acquired property on the east side of Falconer Road near McNair Road,
should be completed this year by the middle of November. The improvements to our existing water infrastructure will start with Well House #3 that is across from McNair upper elementary school. The new building will allow for us to have proper operating conditions and, with the addition of our new Supervisory Control and Data Acquistion (SCADA) computer program, this new system will allow us to better monitor our
entire water operations, while running it more efficiently. The repayment of this loan will be from the revenue the Village receives from our water sales. We continually review our water rates to make sure we are
charging the appropriate amount for our users.
This summer we plan to have certain roads in the Village repaired as part of our annual street repair
program. At the time of the writing of this article, the bids were still a few days away from being opened,
but it is anticipated that we will spend approximately $220,000 on upgrading some of our more deteriorated
streets.
Speaking of summer, if you have not done so already, you should take a hike, jog, or bicycle ride on
the Pecatonica Prairie Path that runs through the Village. We hope to be able to construct a Trailhead on the
west side of Benton Street across from Memorial Park in the downtown area. The Pecatonica Prairie Path
Commission may still have funds available for us to construct this facility. Remember, no motorized vehicles are allowed on the path. As always, if you have any suggestions to help improve our Village, please
contact us on our website, contact the Village Office, or come to a Village Board meeting.

From the Office of the Winnebago Police Chief
As noted by Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White, and in the interest of keeping the
motoring public as safe as possible, the first step toward reducing distracted driving is to
increase public awareness about the importance of giving your full attention to the road.
Please share the following information with others and remember - always drive defensively
Effective Jan. 1, 2014, Illinois bans the use of cellphones while driving, unless using a
hands-free device.

Illinois Laws on Cellphone Use While Driving:
• It is illegal to use a cellphone while driving, including reading or sending text messages.
• Cellphone use is permitted only if using a hands-free device or Bluetooth® technology.
• Cellphone use is allowed to call 9-1-1, but the driver should first stop the vehicle and
pull off the road.
Violation of these laws may result in a fine and a moving violation on your driving record.
New laws effective in 2013 and 2014 continue to strengthen Illinois’ Graduate Driver’s License Program (GDL) and make our roads safer for everyone. Included is a measure
that denies issuance of a driver’s license for a person under age 18 who has any unresolved traffic citations. “Kelsey’s Law” was initiated after a young driver on a learner’s
permit struck and severely injured a teenager walking alongside a country road and then
received a driver’s license just days after the incident.
Another law effective July 1, 2014, will require persons age 18-21 who did not take driver
education in high school to complete an adult driver education course before obtaining
an Illinois driver’s license.
You are welcome to contact me or any of our officers and/or go
to www.cyberdriveillinois.com for additional information. Please
don’t hesitate to contact me at the Village office 815-335-2020
to schedule a mutually agreeable time to meet. I welcome your
feedback and input to help keep our town as safe as possible.
Chief Todd Stockburger

Village Wide Garage Sales

BagoBash
presented by:

Friday, June 13th
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 14th
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
If you would like to be added to the
map and advertising for the garage
sales, please
contact the
Village
Office at
815-335-2020

Saturday, June 14th
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sullivan’s Parking Lot
703 N. Elida Street
Vendors, food, kids’
corner, silent auction,
entertainment & more!
To become a vendor e-mail
nsmith@winnebagochamber.com
For more information contact
Nichole Smith @ 815-494-9561
Proceeds benefit the Winnebago Chamber of Commerce

Winnebago Public Library Presents…
Paws to Read!
2014 Summer Reading Program
Saturday, May 31st 1:00 p.m. ~ Registration Begins! See a Juggler, be a Juggler!
Tuesday, June 10th 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. ~ Open House Teen Wii & Pizza Night
Wednesday, June 11th 10:30 a.m. & Wednesday, July 9th 6:30 p.m. ~ Quansa Dog Training
Thursday, June 12th & Thursday, June 26th 10:30 a.m. ~ Mikki Razor Reading Dog Program
(2nd-4th grade)
Tuesday, June 17th & Tuesday, July 15th 6:30 p.m. ~ Open House Craft Night
Wednesday, June 18th 6:30 p.m. ~ Mr. Rob Erdmann Puppets & Magic
Saturday, June 21st & Saturday, July 12th ~ Reading with Otis the Therapy Dog
Wednesday, June 25th 10:30 a.m. ~ Rockets & Robots with the Winnovation Robotics Team
Saturday, June 28th 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Teddy Bear Picnic (ages 3-5, bring sack lunch)
Wednesday, July 2nd 10:30 a.m. ~ Mr. Steve the Entertainer Songs, Stories, Games & Magic
Wednesday, July 9th 3:30 p.m. ~ Teen Craft Night How to Make a Hollow Book
Wednesday, July 16th 10:30 a.m. ~ Discovery Center
Wednesday, July 23rd 10:30 a.m. ~ Friends Forever Animal Shelter
Wednesday, July 30th ~ Noah’s Ark Animal Shelter
For more information contact the Winnebago Public Library @ 335-7050

Don't let the sunshine keep you from your favorite activities this summer order some new shades and support the Winnebago Park District!
You can print a form at
www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org
and make checks payable to
WPD. Call the office 815.335.3211
or email Michelle at mcunningham@winnebagoparkdistrict.org
for more details or to pre order
your sunglasses. 2 styles - 80's
and Sports. Proceeds to benefit
Winnebago Park District

$12.00 each or
2 for $20.00

A great way to get together with friends and learn the fundamentals of football! For all kindergarten through 5th grade, Fall 2014
-15 grade level. Both programs will be held on weeknights beginning in July and ending in August. Age division format may
change depending on enrollment. Little Tykes Football: Kindergarten and 1st-2nd grade divisions, , an instructional program to
teach the basics of football in clinic form. Youth Flag Football:
3rd-5th grade. Practices will be set up by coaches with focus on
skill development and strategies. Games played to show your
stuff ! Registration deadline July 7th. $45 for district residents
and $55 for out of district residents. Register online at
www.winnebagoparkdistric.org or stop by the Park District Office
for a registration form. Questions? Call 815-335-3211.

Winnebago Park District is a member of Mid
Northern Fall Soccer League. 3-4 games will be
played at the Sports Park. Age divisions: K-1st,
2nd-3rd, 4th-5th, 6th-8th. Registration deadline
is July 11th. Registration fee is $60 for district
residents and $70 for out of district residents.
Practice days and times to be determined by
coaches. Volunteers needed! Register online at
www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org or pick up a
registration form at the Park District Office.
Contact 815-335-3211 for questions.
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We Can’t Light the Fuse
Without Your Help!
Our July 4th Family Festival has
become a mid-summer tradition.
The 4th of July Team is dedicated to
providing the community with a
memorable day.
Your financial contribution will help
light the fuse and create a BANG of
family fun, memories, smiles &
oohs & aahs!
No donation is too large or too small.
If you have any questions please
contact Lori at 815-335-2020.
Thank you in advance for your sup-

