Winter

Tips...

Help Keep Fire Hydrants Clear
Every winter fire hydrants may become buried in snow. This
creates a difficult situation for the Fire Department when
they need to locate and use the hydrants. You can help the
Fire Department by ensuring the hydrant near your home or
business is kept free from snow. Please keep the path from
the street to the hydrant clear as well.

Your assistance is appreciated!
Mailbox Regulations & Damage Policy
Mailbox placement regulations must be approved by the
U.S. Postal Service. Failure to comply may result in
damage to your mailbox. Properly installed mailboxes
physically hit by a Village snowplow or truck may be
replaced by the Village. The Village will not replace
mailboxes that are damaged by snow thrown from snow
plowing operations. The Village may provide a
temporary mailbox until weather permits a permanent
replacement. If your mailbox is damaged during snow
plowing operations please contact the Public Works
Department 815-335-2230.

Snow Removal
Please be kind to your neighbors and postal
employees, keep your residential or business walkway section clear of ice and snow.
Remember...it is hazardous to shovel, plow,
or blow snow onto any public street. All
shoveled, plowed, or blown snow should be
piled in the yard or parkway.
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Village Of Winnebago President’s Message
You probably noticed over the past few months that the village started the renovation of
the “old” water tower on Main Street next to the Win-Bur-Sew Fire Department. We
have had some people ask, “why didn’t we just tear down the old water tower since we
just built a brand new one over on the east side of the village?” The
simple answer is that we need both towers to make sure we have
enough water storage and capacity to meet the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) standards of forty-eight (48) hours of
usage by our residents and businesses if we have some failure with
our water supply. When we finished the new water tower and it
was in full operation that allowed us to finally take the “old” water
tower off line and make the much needed repairs. We now have
two fully functional water towers that should serve us for many
President
decades to come. Another benefit to having more than one water
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tower is that if there is ever a problem with one water tower, we
still have the other water tower to provide us with some water storage while the other water tower is being serviced. The old water tower was completely renovated and was updated with many new features that will allow us to more accurately keep track of the water in the tower and to make sure it does not freeze in the winter time. Some of you may have become accustomed to the light blue color of the old water tower, but I think you will enjoy the new paint job with the Indian
logo facing our Winnebago School campus and the Winnebago Park District sports complex.
We have also had some recent inquiries about people going door-to-door in Winnebago either trying to
switch residents over to different utilities or to sell other products or services. Please be aware that almost all
solicitors are required to first obtain a permit from the village office before anyone from that organization may
proceed to go door-to-door. All solicitors that are granted a permit by the village will have picture identification with a village issued permit stating “permitted peddler” or “permitted solicitor” on the permit with the picture ID. If the solicitor does not show you this permit we would ask that you contact the village office or the
village police department non-emergency number and notify us immediately. There should be no solicitation
on Sundays, holidays, or between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday.
The village entered into a three (3) year Aggregation of Electricity Agreement with First Energy Solutions that commenced on July 1, 2014, and that time period will be expiring on July 1, 2017. We are beginning the process to look at whether we can again negotiate a better electricity rate than what will be the anticipated rate starting July 1, 2017. I previously mentioned solicitors regarding utilities. Many residents have
complained of receiving telephone calls asking to change over to a new supplier or having unpermitted solicitors contacting them and asking them to switch over to a new supplier. I mention this now because I believe it
will continue and I want all of you to know and be prepared for this possibility. If you are contacted by someone, I would ask that you be careful and that you make sure you compare the rates being advertised versus the
rates you currently are receiving. The old adage – “if it is too good to be true, it probably is” will usually apply
in this case. If you are not sure whether to switch your electrical service or if you switched over and realized
that you made a mistake, you may contact Rock River Energy Services to see if they might be able to help you
out. We have a contract with Rock River Energy Services to help us with our negotiations with electricity suppliers and they also help us during the term of the contract with any problems with our residents. Our village
office staff will be glad to provide you with their contact information.
I am writing this article on a beautiful, sunny day in the middle of November, and thinking it still feels
like early September. I just walked back from a ribbon cutting ceremony in downtown Winnebago for the Angel Treasures Resale Shop. It was a pleasure to meet the people that came up with the vision of this resale
shop and to learn that all of the proceeds go to support the work of Serenity Hospice and Home. The next
time you are downtown in Winnebago, make sure to visit this shop and all of our other businesses on the block.
We are blessed to have so many community-minded businesses here in Winnebago and I look forward to Angel Treasures Resale Shop being another great contributor in this area.

From the Desk of the Chief of Police
Dear Citizen or Resident: Please spend a few moments reading about your police department and contact me if I

can be of assistance to you.
Snow Parking Ordinance - Due to our impending winter season, please be mindful of keeping the streets clear of
vehicles. This ordinance was enacted several years ago for the purpose of safe, efficient snow plowing operations. If
we receive at least two (2) inches of snow, vehicles must be off the street until such time as the snow has been
plowed. The Village does not have a provision for even/odd parking during our snowy season.
Facebook - Our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/winnebagopd, is frequently updated so please visit and “like”
us for general information about the police department and Winnebago. We regularly post information about current
events, safety, imminent weather, and at times we share information about wanted subjects such as the Winnebago

County Sheriff’s Department’s “Warrant Wednesday” flyers.
Contacting Winnebago Police - You are able to contact Winnebago Police Department by calling 335-2351. This
number is for non-emergencies, which is normally answered by a call taker or a dispatcher from the Winnebago
County 9-1-1 Center. However, if you have an emergency please call 9-1-1. Both of these numbers are answered at
the 9-1-1 Center before an officer can be dispatched.
Directed Patrols - A directed patrol is when an officer dedicates an amount of time to a specific location(s) within
the Village due to recurring concerns or violation(s). Directed patrols continue for a week, a month, or several
months. We enforce various directed patrols to keep the community as safe as possible. In addition, our agency

received a grant to join a national effort to buckle up and not drive impaired. We will be conducting several patrols
throughout the year in an effort to save more lives by strongly enforcing seat belt and impaired driving laws.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, about 10 percent of all traffic deaths occur
nationally as a result of distracted driving.
Community Policing - I understand the value of meeting with you to learn about specific concerns or issues within
the Village whether it’s an impromptu and/or a planned meeting. Collaborative efforts and partnerships between law
enforcement and our citizens help find solutions to problems—and it increases trust. It is each police officer’s
responsibility here in Winnebago to develop and foster this type of rapport with our citizens. Individuals who work,
live, or have some other interest in our community are valuable resources for identifying various community

concerns. It is the mission of the Winnebago Police Department, in partnership with its citizens, to provide the
highest level of service to improve the quality of life in our community.
Contact Me / Meet with Me - I am very accessible and available by calling 815335-2020. I also welcome your input when I am out and about in Winnebago, so
please don’t hesitate to approach me. Have a safe holiday season as I hope this
newsletter finds you well and happy. I appreciate serving as your Police Chief.
Sincerely,

Chief Todd Stockburger

Coloring for Relaxation and Meditation
Feeling stressed this holiday season? Try coloring your way to calm this year.
Join us December 17th in the Winnebago Public Library Community Room.
Drop by anytime between 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. All supplies will be provided
including a selection of holiday coloring sheets or feel free to bring your own!
A free program for ages 16+. Light refreshments. Coloring isn’t just for kids!
Relax, have fun, and make some friends.

For more information contact the Library at 815-335-7050

Family Movie Afternoons
Join us in the Library Community Room
For the following showings:

Friday, December 2nd @ 3:30 p.m. ~ The BFG
Friday, December 9th @ 3:30 p.m. ~ The Secret Life of Pets
Feel free to bring snacks and drinks. All ages welcome.
Younger children should be accompanied by an adult.
Donations to the Library
During the Holiday Season
The Winnebago Public Library Districts welcomes material and
monetary donations that further the mission and goals of the
library district. All donations are tax deductible to the full extent
of current tax law. Donors may request anonymity. Please check
out our wish list at www.winnebagopubliclibrary.org, it is filled with
suggestions for materials or monetary donations.
For more information or to speak with the Director please contact
our service desk at 815-335-7050.

2017 Basketball Season
2nd & 3rd Grade
Season: End of January - March 2017
Location: Dorothy Simon School
Pratices: Weekdays 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Games: Saturday mornings 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Registraton Fee: $50 District Resident; $60 Out of District
Registration Deadline: Friday, January 11, 2017.
Register at www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org or pick up a registration
form at 301 N. Church St., Winnebago. Mailing address is P.O. Box 516 Winnebago 61088.
Questions? Call 815-335-3211

ZUMBA Pass Card $65 unlimited per month: classes Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Yogalates Pass Card $35 per month: classes Tuesday 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
ZUMBA & Yogalates Pass Card $90 per month
All cards expire at the end of each month.
$10 drop in fee for all classes.
Classes held at Toni’s Event Center, 506 N. Elida Street.
To register visit www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org/programs-and-events
Or call us at 815-335-3211.

Who: Persons 18 years or older and out of high school
Dates: January 3 - March 24, 2017
Days: Tuesday and Thursday
Time: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Location: WHS Weight Room
Fees: 24 Classes for 12 weeks session is $185 resident and $195 non-resident
Registration Deadline: Tuesday, December 30, 2016.
Register at www.winnebagoparkdistrict.org
or stop by the office to pick up a registration form.
Office is located at 301 N. Church St., Winnebago.
Mailing address is P.O. Box 516 Winnebago 61088.
Questions please contact the Winnebago Park District at 815.335.3211
Sessions are led by Patrick McIntyre, a Winnebago native and Certified
Strength and Conditioning Specialist with a M.S. in Exercise Physiology.
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2017 Village Board
Meeting Dates
January 9, 2017
February 13, 2017
March 13, 2017
April 10, 2017
May 8, 2017
June 12, 2017
July 10, 2017
August 7, 2017
September 11, 2017
October 9, 2017
November 13, 2017
December 11, 2017
All regularly scheduled Board
meetings are held in the Village
Hall and begin at 7:00 p.m.

The Village of
Winnebago
President, Clerk,
Trustees, and
Staff wish you and
your family a joyous
holiday season and
prosperous 2017!

